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Dear Mr. Caton:

I transmit herewith an original and nine copies of the Comments of
Great Trails Broadcasting Corporation (WHAG-TV, Channel 25, Hagerstown,
Maryland) (WFFT-TV, Channel 55, Fort Wayne, Indiana) in connection with
the above-referenced Rule Making proceeding.

Kindly refer any questions concerning this matter to this office directly.

Very truly yours,
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DOCKETFILE COpy ORIG1NP RIGINAL
Before The

In The Matter Of

Advanced Television Systems
and Their Impact Upon the
Existing Television Broadcast
Service

TO: The Commission, en bane

COMMENTS OF GREAT TRAILS BROADCASTING CORPORATION
(WHAG-TV, CHANNEL 25, HAGERSTOWN, MARYLAND)

(WFFT-TV, CHANNEL 55, FORT WAYNE, INDIANA)

Great Trails Broadcasting Corporation, by its attorneys, files its

comments with reference to the Sixth Further Notice of Proposed Rule

Making, dealing with Advanced Television Systems.

Great Trails, while agreeing in many respects with the basic proposals

advanced by the Commission in the Sixth Further Notice of Proposed Rule

Making takes this opportunity to state its views as to the specific allotments

and assignments in the Hagerstown, Maryland, and Fort Wayne, Indiana,

television markets. These comments are filed pursuant to the provisions of

Paragraphs 44 through 49 of the Sixth Notice.

With reference to the basic thrust of the Sixth Notice, Great Trails

emphasizes that replication of present service areas must be the Commission's

primary concern in this proceeding. It seems inevitable that the superior

technology of digital television will be introduced into the nation's video

service, but what is not always clear is that this technology will be available to

all viewers, and that members of the public will not lose existing service.

Accordingly, Great Trails urges the Commission to recognize the television

assignment principles which have governed its actions in the video service for



-2-

a half century. The priorities for service have always stressed that television

service must be available to everyone first and foremost and after that that

television origination facilities be available to as many communities as

possible. The next priority, of course, has been to introduce diversity.

At this stage, the very limited experimentation with the new technology

has not satisfied Great Trails that the conversion of its stations to the new

technology, with the powers and other technical conditions proposed in the

Sixth Further Notice, will allow it to continue its service to the very wide

areas that have received it over the years from Channels 25 in Hagerstown

(WHAG-TV) and Channel 55 in Fort Wayne (WFFT-TV). Great Trails hereby

states therefore that it will pursue through the reply comments stage, and in

any additional proceedings initiated by the Commission, the achievement of

the greatest possible assurance that, where service is now available from its

stations, it will continue to be available without diminution of area or signal

strength.

In the Sixth Further Notice, the Commission deals with the subject of

Negotiated Allotments/Assignments, at paragraphs 44 through 49. The

Commissions states that it recognizes that the implementation of DTV will be

a dynamic process, and it states its belief that mechanisms are needed to

consider changes in the Table of Allotments which has been advanced as part

of the Sixth Further Notice. Therefore, it approves the concept of voluntary

negotiations among broadcasters in the Allotment/Assignment process. It is

allowing at this stage of the proceeding for the submission of negotiated

changes to the Table of Allotments and has set forth various requirements and

conditions which will affect the achievement of such negotiated changes.
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Great Trails has participated in the various regional meetings that have

been established by the Commission for the ten sections of the country which

seem to have common interests and common geographical features. Great

Trails' two stations are located in different regions, but the experience gained

from attending and participating in the regional meetings has given Great

Trails great confidence that voluntary assignment changes can be agreed

upon, without doing any violence to the Commission's overall goals.

Specifically, in regard to Hagerstown, Maryland, during the course of

the discussions, the availability of Channel 28 in Hagerstown in place of the

currently proposed Channel 57 has come to the attention of Great Trails. It is

the understanding of Great Trails that Channel 28 can be made available for

use by WHAG-TV in place of Channel 25, its NTSC assignment, but so far no

agreement has been reached among the various broadcasters in the

community. We are not aware of any efforts by other licensees in the

community or in the television market to propose changes for their own

stations. We intend to review carefully the various comments submitted to

the Commission in response to the Sixth Further Notice, and in the reply

comment stage, we will amplify our views as to Channel 28.

In the Fort Wayne market, the various stations have reached an accord

as to channel allotments. Five stations are concerned in this region. The

proposed new ATV channel allotments involve the following changes in

present NTSC assignments:

NTSC Current Assignment
15
21
33
39
55

Proposed ATV Assignment
19
24
26
41
36
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Great Trails states its agreement to this proposed change in the typical

channel allotment plan attached to the Sixth Further Notice.

Wherefore, Great Trails Broadcasting Corporation urges the

Commission to include in its next iteration of the allotment table the channels

specified above for both the Hagerstown Channel 25 station as well as those

specified for the five Fort Wayne, Indiana stations.

Again, Great Trails will continue to participate in this proceeding and

will review the various comments submitted in the first phase of public

comment on the Sixth Further Notice.

Respectfully submitted,

GREAT TRAILS BROADCASTING
CORPORATION

Michael H. Bader
Its Attorney

HALEY, BADER & POTTS

4350 North Fairfax Drive, Suite 900
Arlington, VA 22203-1633
703/841-0606

November 22, 1996


